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Year 2000 Compatibility

Si tuati on:

By itself, the HP 85620A Mass Menory Modul e is neither Year 2000
conpati ble or inconpatible. Conpatibility depends on the host
spectrum anal yzer. Spectrum anal yzer fimmvare revisions earlier
than 971024 have two Year 2000 bugs when used with the HP 85620A
TI MEDATE and AUTOEXEC functions. Here are the descriptions of

t hese two bugs.

1. Tinedate Stanp on Saved Traces

The tine/date stanp is stored with all traces. Wenever
a CATALOG is executed, either fromthe front panel or
over the HP-1B, the order in which the catal og of stored
traces appears will be conmprom sed by the fact that only
two digits of the year are generated fromthe real -tine
clock (RTC hardware). This nost directly affects traces
which are either stored automatically (using the
AUTCSAVE feature) or those traces which are stored wth-
out a unique title. For exanple, if a trace is stored
without a title, the name becones:

TRACE YYMVDDHHMVSS

Were YY=year, MvkEnonth, DD=day, HH=hour, etc. The ob-
vious sorting order becones significant based on the
year. The year 2000 is represented by 00 and therefore
sorts before any previ ous year

Since it is unlikely that these anal yzers and t he MwM
will be used after 2089 (100 years after the MW was i n-
troduced), all traces saved wll have a unique filenane.
The sorting i ssue can be resol ved by adding 1900 to years
89 through 99 and above and by addi ng 2000 to years 00
through 88. This can be done nentally during front-pane
operation or programatically during renote operation

2. AUTOEXEC Date Limtations

The AUTOEXEC functions allow DLPs to be executed, or
traces to be saved autonmatically when a certain criteria
has been met. Criteria can be either a specified tine
interval, end-of-sweep (EOS), or a limt-line failure.
When setting the autoexecution criteria, it is necessary
to specify a start and stop date. Currently only dates
between 1 Jan 1988 and 31 Dec 1999 are acceptabl e dates.

The only known workaround for this is to change the date
on the real-tine clock to a date between 1 Jan 1988 and
31 Dec 1999. For exanple, if the real date is 3 June
2003, set the date to 3 June 1993. The di sadvant age of
thi s workaround (besi des the obviously incorrect date)

is that the incorrect date will be saved with any traces.
In the exanple given, it would be necessary to add 10
years to the dates displayed by the MMM Since the
AUTCEXEC feature is rarely used, and when it is, the data
is usually subjected to post processing by the user, the
wor kar ound descri bed above is reasonabl e.



Sol uti on:

Install firmmvare revision 971024 or later to nake the spectrum
anal yzer/ MW conbi nation fully year 2000 conpliant. Spectrum
Anal yzers with serial prefix 3410A and later will only require
the firmvare kit. Earlier instruments will require hardware
retrofits. Refer to the firnmvare note or the firnware upgrade
service notes for the particul ar nodel for details on upgradi ng
firmvare. MD w Il cover the upgrade cost for all spectrum

anal yzers shi pped on or after 01 January, 1997. See al so
service notes 8560E-19B, 8561E-15B, 8562E-07B, 8563E-19B

8564E- 14B, 8565E-14. The bugs described only affect two sel dom
used functions and have easy workarounds. Custoners may el ect
to use the workarounds rather than go through the expense of the
firmvare upgrades if this satisfies their need.
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HP has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of our product

testing. However, because each custoner's environnment is different from
HP' s | aboratory test environnent, it is the custoner's responsibility
to validate the Year 2000 readi ness of these products in their own
environnent. Therefore, information about the Year 2000 status of

HP products is provided "as is" w thout warranties of any kind and is
subj ect to change wi thout notice. HP nakes no representation or warranty
respecting the accuracy or reliability of information about non-HP
products. Such information, if any, was provided by the manufacturers
of those products and custoners are urged to contact the manufacturer
directly to verify Year 2000 readi ness. The informati on provided here
constitutes a Year 2000 Readi ness Disclosure for purposes of the Year
2000 I nformati on and Readi ness Di sclosure Act.



